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(57) ABSTRACT

Methods and devices are disclosed for enabling efficient net-
work registration using a shared radio resource for at least a
first and second SIM of a multi-SIM wireless communication
device. After the end of a radio-off condition of the radio
resource, the wireless device may identify services supported
by each of'the first and second SIMs, evaluate criticality of the
supported services, determine which of the first and second
SIM supports the service having the highest criticality, and
prevent the other SIM from registering with its network
before the SIM with the service of the highest criticality has
successfully registered for service in its selected network.

19 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR OPTIMIZING
NETWORK REGISTRATION FOR ALL SIMS
OF A MULTI-SIM DEVICE USING
CRITICALITY-BASED PRIORITIZATION
SCHEMES

BACKGROUND

Multi-SIM (subscriber identification module) wireless
devices have become increasing popular because of the ver-
satility that they provide, particularly in countries where there
are many service providers. For example, dual-SIM wireless
devices may allow a user to implement two different plans or
service providers, with separate numbers and bills, on the
same device (e.g., business account and personal account).
Also, during travel, users can obtain local SIM cards and pay
local call rates in the destination country. By using multiple
SIMs, a user may take advantage of different pricing plans
and save on mobile data usage.

In various types of multi-SIM wireless communication
devices, each modem stack associated with a subscription
may store information provisioned by its respective network
operator in a SIM, which may allow the SIM to support use of
various different communication services. For example, vari-
ous wireless networks may be configured to handle different
types of data, use different communication modes, imple-
ment different radio access technologies, etc.

One type of multi-SIM wireless device, referred to as a
dual-SIM dual active (DSDA) device, allows simultaneous
active connections with the networks corresponding to two
SIMs using separate transmit/receive chains associated with
each SIM. Such separate components may provide conve-
nience to a user, but may require high power consumption
during operation. Another type of multi-SIM wireless device,
referred to as a dual-SIM dual standby (DSDS) device, typi-
cally provides for a “standby” mode (i.e., idle mode) in which
services associated with either SIM may originate or termi-
nate a communication (e.g., a voice call or data call), and in
which services associated with both SIMs may receive pages
using a shared radio resource. By sharing a radio resource
between the services enabled by both SIMs, a DSDS device
may allow for a longer battery life than that of a DSDA
device, as well as other benefits (e.g., lower cost of the device,
avoiding receiver desense from co-located radios, etc.).

However, a disadvantage of sharing a radio resource
between services enabled by two SIMs on the same device is
that once a service enabled by one SIM registers on a selected
network, that service may begin active communications and
occupy use of the radio resource to the exclusion of services
enabled on other SIMs. In particular, a service enabled by
another SIM may be unable to perform initial carrier channel
acquisition and signal strength measurements, and therefore
be prevented from camping to a cell and registering in a
selected network until a tune away period or termination of
the active communication.

SUMMARY

Systems, methods, and devices of the various embodi-
ments enable a multi-SIM wireless communication device to
control use of a shared radio resource for efficient network
registration of services supported by at least a first and a
second SIM by evaluating criticality of communication ser-
vices supported by each of the first SIM and the second SIM,
granting use of the radio resource to a modem stack associ-
ated with the SIM having a higher criticality, determining
whether the SIM having the higher criticality has successfully
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registered for service in a selected network, allowing the SIM
having a lower criticality to register for service in response to
determining that the SIM having the higher criticality has
registered for service in the selected network, and preventing
the SIM having the lower criticality from registering for ser-
vice in response to determining that the SIM having the
higher criticality has not successfully registered for service in
the selected network.

In some embodiment systems, methods and devices, evalu-
ating criticality of the supported communication services
may include inputting a first service supported by the first
SIM to a criticality index generator, outputting a criticality
index value for the first service, inputting a second service
supported by the second SIM to the criticality index genera-
tor, outputting a criticality index value for the second service,
comparing the output criticality index values for the first and
second services, and identifying the service associated with a
highest criticality, in which the service with the highest criti-
cality is the service with a lowest output criticality index
value.

In some embodiment systems, methods and devices, evalu-
ating criticality of the supported communication services
may include accessing a predefined criticality list stored on
the device, in which the predefined criticality list comprises at
least one category of predefined time critical services and at
least one category of predefined non-time critical services,
and in which one of the at least one category of predefined
time critical services is identified by a service characteristic.
Evaluating criticality of the supported communication ser-
vices may further include determining, for each of the sup-
ported services, whether the service is within the one of the at
least one category of predefined time critical services based
on whether the service matches the service characteristic.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated
herein and constitute part of this specification, illustrate
exemplary embodiments of the invention, and together with
the general description given above and the detailed descrip-
tion given below, serve to explain the features of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 1 is a communication system block diagram of a
network suitable for use with various embodiments of the
disclosure.

FIG. 2A is a component block diagram illustrating a dual-
SIM dual standby wireless communications device according
to various embodiments.

FIG. 2B is a system architecture diagram illustrating
example protocol layer stacks implemented by the dual-SIM
wireless communication device of FIG. 2A.

FIG. 3 is a process flow diagram illustrating a method for
optimizing the order of network registration by the SIMs of a
dual-SIM wireless communication device according to vari-
ous embodiments of the disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a process flow diagram illustrating a method for
assigning priority to SIMs of a dual-SIM wireless communi-
cation device based on criticality according to various
embodiments of the disclosure.

FIG. 5A is a process flow diagram illustrating a method for
assigning priority to SIMs of a dual-SIM wireless communi-
cation device based on criticality according to various
embodiments of the disclosure.

FIG. 5B is a process flow diagram illustrating a method for
optimizing radio resource access by SIMs that are assigned
priority according to FIG. SA.
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FIG. 6 is a component diagram of an example wireless
device suitable for use with various embodiments of the dis-
closure.

FIG. 7 is a component diagram of another example wire-
less device suitable for use with various embodiments of the
disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various embodiments will be described in detail with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings. Wherever possible the
same reference numbers will be used throughout the draw-
ings to refer to the same or like parts. References made to
particular examples and implementations are for illustrative
purposes, and are not intended to limit the scope of the inven-
tion or the claims.

The word “exemplary” is used herein to mean “serving as
an example, instance, or illustration.” Any implementation
described herein as “exemplary” is not necessarily to be con-
strued as preferred or advantageous over other implementa-
tions.

The terms “wireless device,” and “wireless communica-
tions device” are used interchangeably herein to refer to any
one or all of cellular telephones, smart phones, personal or
mobile multi-media players, personal data assistants (PDAs),
laptop computers, tablet computers, smart books, palm-top
computers, wireless electronic mail receivers, multimedia
Internet enabled cellular telephones, wireless gaming con-
trollers, and similar personal electronic devices that include a
programmable processor and memory and circuitry for estab-
lishing wireless communication pathways and transmitting/
receiving data via wireless communication pathways.

As used herein, the terms “SIM”, “SIM card” and “sub-
scriber identification module” are used interchangeably to
refer to a memory that may be an integrated circuit or embed-
ded into a removable card, and that stores an International
Mobile Subscriber Identity (IMSI), related key, and/or other
information used to identify and/or authenticate a wireless
device on anetwork and enable a communication service with
the network. Because the information stored in a SIM enables
the wireless device to establish a communication link for a
particular communication service with a particular network,
the term “SIM” is also be used herein as a shorthand reference
to the communication service associated with and enabled by
the information stored in a particular SIM as the SIM and the
communication network, as well as the services and subscrip-
tions supported by that network, correlate to one another.
Similarly, the term SIM may also be used as a shorthand
reference to the protocol stack and/or modem stack and com-
munication processes used in establishing and conducting
communication services with subscriptions and networks
enabled by the information stored in a particular SIM. For
example, references to assigning a radio resource to a SIM (or
granting a SIM radio access) means that the radio resource
has been allocated to establishing or using a communication
service with a particular network that is enabled by the infor-
mation stored in that SIM.

As used herein, the terms “multi-SIM wireless communi-
cation device,” “multi-SIM wireless device” “dual-SIM wire-
less communication device” “dual-SIM dual active device”
and “DSDA device” are used interchangeably to describe a
wireless device that is configured with more than one SIM
and is capable of independently handling communications
with networks of all subscriptions.

As used herein, the terms “wireless network,” “cellular
network,” “system” “public land mobile network™ and
“PLMN” are used interchangeably to describe a wireless
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network of a carrier associated with a wireless device and/or
subscription on a wireless device, and/or its roaming partners.

As used herein, the terms “cell,” “beacon signal,” “cell
frequency,” “BCCH (broadcast control channel) carrier fre-
quency,” “BCCH channel,” and “cell channel” are used inter-
changeably to describe a base frequency signal which a net-
work broadcasts from a base transceiver station (BTS), radio
base station (RBS), or node B in order to advertise its pres-
ence, operator identity, and other necessary initial informa-
tion.

As used herein, the terms “critical” and “time critical” are
used interchangeably to describe communications in which
relatively short delays may significantly degrade the user
experience. Similarly, the terms “non-critical” and “non-time
critical” are used interchangeably to describe communica-
tions in which relatively short delays may not have a signifi-
cant effect on user experience.

As used herein, the terms “network registration” and
“attachment” are used interchangeably to describe a messag-
ing procedure in which the wireless device attempts to regis-
ter its presence in a selected network following camping on a
cell of such network by sending subscriber and device infor-
mation stored in a SIM. Messages exchanged in particular
registration procedures may vary based on elements includ-
ing, but not limited to, the network operator, system architec-
ture, communications protocol, radio access technology
being used, etc. While reference may be made to registration
and/or attachment procedures set forth in GSM standards
(e.g., location update, IMSI/GPRS attach, etc.), they are pro-
vided merely as examples, and the claims apply to other types
of cellular telecommunication networks and technologies.

The term “acquisition” when used herein with respect to a
network or service on a network refers to performing idle
mode functions including acquiring BCCH carrier frequen-
cies associated with a SIM. Acquisition may involve scanning
a list of previously-acquired PLMNs and their BCCH carrier
frequencies and/or scanning frequency bands to identify
channels which are BCCH carrier frequencies and above a
threshold signal strength. Acquiring BCCH carrier frequen-
cies may further include attempting to receive control channel
information on the identified channels, such as detecting a
tone on a Frequency Correction Channel (FCCH), decoding a
burst of a Synchronization Channel (SCH), and reading sys-
tem information from a BCCH.

Wireless communication networks are widely deployed to
provide various communication services such as voice,
packet data, broadcast, messaging, and so on. These wireless
networks may be capable of supporting communications for
multiple users by sharing the available network resources.
Examples of such wireless networks include the Global Sys-
tem for Mobile Communications (GSM), Code Division
Multiple Access (CDMA) networks, Time Division Multiple
Access (TDMA) networks, and Frequency Division Multiple
Access (FDMA) networks. Wireless networks may also uti-
lize various radio technologies such as Wideband-CDMA
(W-CDMA), cdma2000, Global System for Mobile Commu-
nications (GSM), etc.

A multi-SIM device exiting a radio-off state (e.g., power-
ing on the device, turning off airplane mode, leaving an out-
of-service area, etc.) may acquire and register for service with
a selected network. Typically, in a DSDS wireless device in
which two or more SIMs share a common radio resource, the
order in which the wireless device uses the SIMs and their
associated protocol stack to access a shared radio resource to
perform system acquisition and registration processes with a
network and service associated with a SIM may be “first-
come first-serve.” Alternatively, in some multi-SIM devices
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radio access may be granted to SIMs based on a user-selected
priority, and/or based on a default priority assigned to the slots
that house the SIM cards. As a result, the network registration
order may be largely arbitrary, and may be inefficient for
overall operation of the device.

For example, once a first SIM has selected and camped on
a cell of a network, and registered its presence in the selected
network using the shared radio resource, a service supported
by the first SIM may initiate an active communication ses-
sion. In this manner, other SIMs of the device may be pre-
vented from selecting, camping on, and registering for service
in their networks until the modem stack associated with the
first SIM has released the radio resource or until there is a
tune-away interval. In cases in which a service supported by
one or more other SIM is more time-critical than the active
communication service, the arrangement of radio use and
network registration may be unnecessarily sacrificing avail-
ability of such time critical service.

In current mobile communications, wireless service carri-
ers have standardized a number of techniques for selecting
wireless communications systems and obtaining service
therefrom, in accordance with preferences of the subscriber’s
service provider/carrier. Service providers generally enable
subscribers to access a network by providing provisioning
information to subscriber devices. For clarity, the embodi-
ments are described below for GSM-type networks, but may
be applied to networks using any other radio technology or
protocol.

Wireless service carriers/service providers may establish
public land mobile networks (PLMNs) to provide communi-
cation services to the public. Each PLMN may support cells
that use one or many different multiple-access wireless com-
munications protocols such as code division multiple access
(CDMA), wideband CDMA (WCDMA), Advanced Mobile
Phone Service (AMPS), Global System for Mobile commu-
nications (GSM), General Packet Radio Services (GPRS) or
High Data Rate (HDR) technology (e.g., IXxEV technology).
An example GSM network may operate onany of a number of
GSM bands (e.g., GSM 900, GSM 850, etc.), each of which
cover multiple radio frequency (RF) channels identified in
3GPP TS 05.05, entitled “Digital cellular telecommunica-
tions system (Phase 2+); Radio transmission and reception
(Release 1999).” Further, each GSM network typically oper-
ates on a specific set of RF channels in a specific GSM band.
In describing the various embodiments, the terms “channel,”
and “frequency” may be used interchangeably and may refer
to channels in GSM bands, and/or channels in other network
bands.

A multi-SIM wireless device in which two or more SIMs
(and their associated protocol stacks) share use of a single
radio resource may be configured to operate in “standby
mode.” For example, in dual-standby mode on a DSDS
device, the communication services enabled by each SIM
may both enter idle mode, but while a communication service
enabled by one SIM is transmitting or receiving data, the
communication service enabled by the other SIM may be
unavailable for use. Other multi-SIM wireless communica-
tion devices may be configured to operate more than two
SIMs in standby mode, thereby sharing a radio resource
among at least three SIMs. The SIMs in a multi-SIM wireless
communication device may be associated with the same or
different networks. Each SIM may generally be provisioned
by a service provider with a predetermined list of preferred
PLMNs from which the wireless device may receive service
(i.e., a home PLMN and roaming partner PLMNSs).

Although multi-SIM wireless communication devices
offer a variety of options to the end user, they also necessitate
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6

efficient execution of complex tasks. In particular, DSDS
wireless devices generally have separate modem stacks, each
associated with a SIM, that share a single radio, such that if
one modem stack is involved in an active communication the
other modem stack is denied radio access.

Upon being powered on and/or recovering from a radio-off
condition, a conventional wireless device may begin initial
idle mode functions to connect to a network. In particular, a
conventional wireless device may identify available cells in
its vicinity by scanning the channels in a list of previously-
acquired Broadcast Control Channel (BCCH) carrier or by
scanning and measuring signal strength on the channels of
each enabled frequency band, and may identify those chan-
nels that are above a threshold signal strength as being poten-
tial BCCH carrier. Upon detecting that a channel is a BCCH
carrier, the wireless device typically tunes to the carrier fre-
quency. On this frequency, the wireless device may read a
Synchronization Channel (SCH) to obtain a base station iden-
tity code (BSIC), followed by reading the BCCH to obtain
system information (e.g., a PLMN identifier).

A conventional wireless device may also select a desired
PLMN based on a preferred PLMN list (i.e., automatic mode)
stored in a SIM or by being presented with a list containing all
networks found from the PLMN identifiers obtained on
BCCH carrier frequencies, and may select one from the list
stored in the SIM (i.e., manual mode). A conventional wire-
less device may attempt to find a suitable cell for camping by
passing through the list in descending order of received signal
strength and selecting the first BCCH carrier frequency that
satisfies a set of requirements (e.g., that the cell is part of the
selected PLMN, not barred by the service provider, etc.).

Once camped on a cell of its selected network (i.e., comple-
tion of initial idle mode functions), a conventional wireless
device may attempt to register its presence in the selected
network using subscriber information stored in the SIM. For
example, to register for service in the CS domain of a GSM
network, the wireless device may perform an IMSI attach
procedure, as set forth in GSM standards. In summary, to
begin an IMSI attach procedure the wireless device sends a
location update request message and its IMSI stored in a SIM
to a base station (e.g., base transceiver station (BTS)), which
is forwarded to the mobile switching center (MSC) and visitor
location register (VLLR). The VLR may check its database to
determine whether there is an existing record of the particular
IMSI.

Ifno record is found, the MSC/VLR may forward the IMSI
to the home location register (HLR) to verify and authenticate
the IMSI. The HLR may obtain information from an authen-
tication center to ensure that the IMSI is allowed on the
network and allowed to subscriber services, and may return
the IMSI and authentication to the MSC/VLR. Following a
number of authentication steps, the MSC/VLR may send an
acknowledgment message to the wireless device (e.g., aloca-
tion update accept message), and may send an update mes-
sage to the HLR which records the current MSC/VLR of the
wireless device.

In another example registration, to register for service in
the packet-switching (PS) domain of a GSM network, a wire-
less device may perform a General Packet Radio Service
(GPRS) attach procedure, as also set forth in the GSM stan-
dards. In summary, the GPRS attach registers the wireless
device with a serving GPRS support node (SGSN) of the
network. To begin a GPRS attach, the wireless device may
send an attach request to the SGSN, which may forward a
packet temporary mobile subscriber identity (P-TMSI) asso-
ciated with the subscription to the HLR. The HL.R may ensure
that the P-TMSI is authorized for the requested service. After
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authorization, the SGSN maps the P-TMSI to an assigned
temporary logical link identifier (TLLI), stores the informa-
tion in a database, and sends a reply to the wireless device
with the assigned TLLI.

While a multi-SIM wireless communication device may be
configured to share resources among different SIMs, since
communications may be implemented by separate modem
stacks, these conventional processes may be repeated for each
SIM in order to successfully register with networks and ser-
vices enabled by the information stored on all SIMs on cells
of their respective PLMNSs.

Various embodiments provide methods for controlling the
order in which the registration processes outlined above are
performed for services/networks enabled by the two or more
SIMs sharing a radio resource on a multi-SIM device. In
various embodiments, the registration order may be based on
the time criticality of the services supported on each SIM of
the multi-SIM device and/or the relative time criticality of the
service enabled by one SIM compared to services enable by
the other SIMs. Specifically, various embodiments provide
methods of identifying a SIM associated with a time critical
service, and preventing SIMs not associated with that service
from registering for service in their networks, and/or from
initiating an active communication, until at least one other
SIM (and it associated modem stack) associated with a time
critical service has camped and/or registered for service on its
selected network. In this manner, various embodiments may
decrease overall network acquisition and registration time
across all SIMs of the multi-SIM device, thereby providing
improved user experience and modem performance.

The embodiments may be implemented in any of a number
of service states on SIMs that are associated with non-time
critical services. While the various embodiments generally
prevent SIMs associated with non-time critical services from
performing network registration steps, in some embodiments
such SIMs may also be prevented from performing any idle
mode functions that would utilize the shared radio resource
(i.e., prevents channel acquisition, PLMN selection, cell
selection). In other embodiments, the SIMs associated with
non-time critical services may be permitted to perform allidle
mode processes, including registration, and may hold any
mobile originating call requests received through an applica-
tion or user interface until the SIM associated with a time
critical service has completed its registration process. How-
ever, since standby mode may allow the SIMs of non-time
critical services to receive pages and broadcast signals, such
SIMs may still occupy use of the shared radio resource if they
receive a page for a mobile terminating call.

FIG. 1 illustrates a wireless network system 100 suitable
for use with various embodiments of the disclosure. Wireless
devices 102, 104 may be configured to establish wireless
connections with cell towers or base stations of one or more
radio access networks. For example, the wireless devices 102,
104 may transmit/receive data using base stations 106, 108,
which may be part of a network 110, as is known in the art.
The wireless device 102 may further be configured to trans-
mit/receive data through base station 112, which may be part
of a different network 114.

The wireless networks 110, 114 may be cellular data net-
works, and may use channel access methods including, but
not limited to, Frequency Division Multiple Access (FDMA),
Time Division Multiple Access (TDMA), Code Division
Multiple Access (CDMA), Universal Mobile Telecommuni-
cations Systems (UMTS) (particularly, Long Term Evolution
(LTE)), Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM),
Wi-Fi, PCS, G-3, G-4, or other protocols that may be used in
a wireless communications network or a data communica-
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tions network. The networks 110, 114 may use the same or
different wireless interfaces and/or physical layers. In some
embodiments, the base stations 106, 108, 112 may be con-
trolled by one or more base station controllers (BSC) 116,
118. For example, the base stations 106, 108, the BSC 116,
and other components may form the network 110, as is known
in the art. Alternate network configurations may also be used
and the embodiments are not limited to the configuration
illustrated. For example, in other embodiments, the function-
ality of the BSC 116 and at least one of the base stations 106,
108 may be collapsed into a single “hybrid” module having
the functionality of these components.

In various embodiments, the wireless device 102 may
simultaneously access core networks 120, 122 after camping
on cells managed by the base stations 106, 112. The wireless
device 102 may also establish connections with Wi-Fi access
points, which may connect to the Internet. While the various
embodiments are particularly useful with wireless networks,
the embodiments are not limited to wireless networks and
may also be implemented over wired networks with no
changes to the methods.

In the wireless network system 100, the wireless device
102 may be a multi-SIM wireless communication device that
is capable of operating on a plurality of SIMs. For example,
the wireless device 102 may be a dual-SIM wireless commu-
nication device. Using dual-SIM functionality, the wireless
device 102 may simultaneously access the two core networks
120, 122 by camping on cells managed by the base stations
106, 112. The core networks 120, 122 may be interconnected
by public switched telephone network (PSTN) 124, across
which the core networks 120, 122 may route various incom-
ing and outgoing communications to the wireless device 102.

The wireless device 102 may make a voice or data call to a
third party device, such as the wireless device 104, using a
service enabled by information stored in one of the SIMs, as
well as the modem stack associated with that SIM, via the
shared radio resource. The wireless device 102 may also
receive a voice call or other data transmission from a third
party in a similar manner. The third party device (e.g., wire-
less device 104) may be any of a variety of devices, including,
but not limited to, a mobile phone, laptop computer, PDA,
server, etc.).

Some or all of the wireless devices 102 may be configured
with multi-mode capabilities and may include multiple trans-
ceivers for communicating with different wireless networks
over different wireless links/radio access technologies
(RATs). For example, a DSDS wireless device 102 may be
configured to camp two SIMs on cells of two different net-
works though the same transmit/receive chain (i.e., radio
resource) and communicate over the two wireless data net-
works on different subscriptions.

For clarity, while the techniques and embodiments
described herein relate to a wireless device configured with at
least one GSM subscription, they may be extended to sub-
scriptions on other radio access networks (e.g., cdma2000,
UMTS, WCDMA, LTE, etc.).

FIG. 2A is a functional block diagram of a multi-SIM
wireless device 200 that is suitable for implementing the
various embodiments. According to various embodiments,
the wireless device 200 may be similar to one or more of the
wireless devices 102, 104 (refer to FIG. 1). The wireless
device 200 may include a first SIM interface 202a, which may
receive a first identity module SIM-1 204q that is associated
with a first subscription. The wireless device 200 may also
include a second SIM interface 2025, which may receive a
second identity module SIM-2 20454 that is associated with a
second subscription.
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A SIM in the various embodiments may be a Universal
Integrated Circuit Card (UICC) that is configured with SIM
and/or USIM applications, enabling access to GSM and/or
UMTS networks. The UICC may also provide storage for a
phone book and other applications. Alternatively, ina CDMA
network, a SIM may be a UICC removable user identity
module (R-UIM) or a CDMA subscriber identity module
(CSIM) on a card.

Each SIM card may have a CPU, ROM, RAM, EEPROM
and I/O circuits. A SIM used in the various embodiments may
contain user account information, an IMSI a set of SIM appli-
cation toolkit (SAT) commands, and storage space for phone
book contacts. A SIM card may further store home identifiers
(e.g., a System Identification Number (SID)/Network Identi-
fication Number (NID) pair, a Home PLMN (HPLMN) code,
etc.) to indicate the SIM card network operator provider. An
Integrated Circuit Card Identity (ICCID) SIM serial number
may be printed on the SIM card for identification.

Wireless device 200 may include at least one controller,
such as a general processor 206, which may be coupled to a
coder/decoder (CODEC) 208. The CODEC 208 may in turn
be coupled to a speaker 210 and a microphone 212. The
general processor 206 may also be coupled to at least one
memory 214. The memory 214 may be a non-transitory tan-
gible computer readable storage medium that stores proces-
sor-executable instructions. For example, the instructions
may include routing communication data relating to the first
or second subscription though a corresponding baseband-RF
resource chain. The memory 214 may store operating system
(0S), as well as user application software and executable
instructions. The memory 214 may also store a database or list
of services or service categories that have been predefined as
time critical or non-time critical, as described in the disclo-
sure (e.g., with reference to FIGS. 5A and 5B).

The general processor 206 and the memory 214 may each
be coupled to at least one baseband modem processor 216.
Each SIM in the wireless device 200 (e.g., SIM-1 202a and
SIM-2 2025) may be associated with a baseband-RF resource
chain. A baseband-RF resource chain may include baseband
modem processor 216, which may perform baseband/modem
functions for communications on at least one SIM, and
include one or more amplifiers and radios, referred to gener-
ally herein as RF resource 218, which is coupled to an antenna
220. The RF resource 218 may perform transmit/receive
functions for at least one SIM of the wireless device 200. In
some embodiments, the RF resource 218 may include sepa-
rate transmit and receive circuitry, or may include a trans-
ceiver that combines transmitter and receiver functions. The
RF resource 218 may be coupled to the wireless antenna 220
for sending and receiving RF signals.

A DSDS wireless device 200 may have a common base-
band-RF resource chain for all SIMs in the wireless device
(i.e., a single baseband modem processor 216, a single RF
resource 218, and a single antenna 220). In other embodi-
ments, different SIMs may be associated with separate base-
band-RF resource chains that include physically or logically
separate baseband modem processors (e.g., BB1, BB2), each
of' which may be coupled to a common RF resource 218 (i.e.,
a single device that performs transmit/receive functions for
all SIMs on the wireless device).

In particular embodiments, the general processor 206,
memory 214, baseband modem processor(s) 216, and RF
resource 218 may be included in a system-on-chip device
222. The first and second SIMs 204a, 2045 and their corre-
sponding interfaces 202a, 2025 may be external to the sys-
tem-on-chip device 222. Further, various input and output
devices may be coupled to components of the system-on-chip
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device 222, such as interfaces or controllers. Example user
input components suitable for use in the wireless device 200
may include, but are not limited to, a keypad 224, a touch-
screen display 226, and a microphone 212.

In some embodiments, the keypad 224, the touchscreen
display 226, the microphone 212, or a combination thereof,
may perform the function of receiving the request to initiate
an outgoing call. For example, the touchscreen display 226
may receive a selection of a contact from a contact list or
receive a telephone number. In another example, either or
both of the touchscreen display 226 and the microphone 212
may perform the function of receiving a request to initiate an
outgoing call. For example, the touchscreen display 226 may
receive selection of a contact from a contact list or to receive
a telephone number. As another example, the request to ini-
tiate the outgoing call may be in the form of a voice command
received via the microphone 212. Interfaces may be provided
between the various software modules and functions in the
wireless device 200 to enable communication between them,
as is known in the art.

With reference to FIGS. 1-2B, the wireless device 200 may
have alayered software architecture 250 to communicate over
access networks associated with SIMs. The software archi-
tecture 250 may be distributed among one or more proces-
sors, such as baseband modem processor 216. The software
architecture 250 may also include a Non Access Stratum
(NAS) 252 and an Access Stratum (AS) 254. The NAS 252
may include functions and protocols to support traffic and
signaling between SIMs of the wireless device 200 (e.g.,
SIM-1 204a, SIM-2 2045) and their respective core networks.
The AS 254 may include functions and protocols that support
communication between the SIMs (e.g., SIM-1 2044, SIM-2
204b) and entities of their respective access networks (such as
a MSC if in a GSM network).

In the multi-SIM wireless device 200, the AS 254 may
include multiple protocol stacks, each of which may be asso-
ciated with a different SIM. For example, the AS 254 may
include protocol stacks 256a, 2565, associated with SIMs
204a, 2045, respectively. Although described below with ref-
erence to GSM-type communication layers, the protocol
stacks 2564, 2565 may support any of variety of standards and
protocols for wireless communications. Each protocol stack
256a, 2565 may respectively include Radio Resource man-
agement (RR) layers 2584, 25856. The RR layers 258a, 2585
may be part of Layer 3 of a GSM signaling protocol, and may
oversee the establishment of a link between the wireless
device 200 and associated access networks. In various
embodiments, the NAS 252 and RR layers 258a, 2586 may
perform various functions to search for wireless networks and
to establish, maintain, and terminate calls.

In some embodiments, each RR layer 258a, 2585 may be
one of a number of sub-layers of Layer 3. Other sub-layers
may include, for example, connection management (CM)
sub-layers (not shown) that route calls, select a service type,
prioritize data, perform QoS functions, etc.

Residing below the RR layers 258a, 2585, protocol stacks
256a, 2565 may also include data link layers 260a, 2605,
which may be part of Layer 2 in a GSM signaling protocol.
Data link layers 260a, 2605 may provide functions to handle
incoming and outgoing data across the network, such as
dividing output data into data frames and analyzing incoming
data to ensure it has been successfully received. In some
embodiments, each data link layer 260a, 2605 may contain
various sub-layers (e.g., media access control (MAC) and
logical link control (LLC) layers (not shown)). Residing
below the data link layers 260a, 2605, the protocol stacks
256a, 2565 may also include physical layers 262a, 2625,
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which may establish connections over the air interface and
manage network resources for the wireless device 200.

While the protocol stacks 2564, 2565 provide functions to
transmit data through physical media, the software architec-
ture 250 may further include at least one host layer 264 to
provide data transfer services to various applications in the
wireless device 200. In some embodiments, application-spe-
cific functions provided by the at least one host layer 264 may
provide an interface between the protocol stacks 256a, 2565
and the general processor 206. In other embodiments, the
protocol stacks 256a, 2565 may each include one or more
higher logical layers (e.g., transport, session, presentation,
application, etc.) that provide host layer functions. In some
embodiments, the software architecture 250 may further
include in the AS 254 a hardware interface 266 between
physical layers 262a, 2626 and the communication hardware
(e.g., one or more RF transceivers).

The SIMs and associated protocol stacks of a multi-SIM
device (e.g., the wireless device 200) may be configured and
provisioned to support a variety of communication services
that fulfill different user requirements. Further, a particular
SIM and associated protocol stack may be configured with
the ability to execute different signaling procedures in order
to use the communication mode required for accessing a
domain of the core network associated with these services and
for handling data thereof. Each service may be classified as
either time critical or non-time critical based on characteris-
tics including, but not limited to, the associated communica-
tion mode.

For example, a GSM network may have a circuit-switched
(CS) domain and a packet-switched (PS) domain to support
services that use circuit-switched data and packet-switched
data, respectively. Various qualities of these communication
modes may render them favorable or unfavorable for particu-
lar services. For example, circuit switching is connection-
oriented, and involves a dedicated channel to the destination
end point, providing exclusive use of the circuit for the dura-
tion of the communication. Circuit switching guarantees
quality of service by enabling reliability that data will arrive
with constant bandwidth and at constant delay, in the order in
which it was transmitted. However, regardless of the amount
of data actually transmitted, an originating device will gen-
erally be charged for the duration of the call. For services in
which such a dedicated channel is unnecessary, circuit
switching may be expensive and waste network resources.
Example services for which circuit switching may be ideal
include voice calls over the public switched telephone net-
work, communications using Integrated Services for Digital
Network (ISDN) standards, optical fiber-based transport net-
work services, and other connection-oriented services that
may require guaranteed quality of service and reliability.

Packet switching involves using shared network resources
instead of channels dedicated for use by a particular commu-
nication. In packet-switched communications, network
resources are “always on” but are allocated only when needed
for data transfer, after which they are released. Packet switch-
ing allows users to obtain connectivity without lengthy setup,
and provides higher speed transfer than circuit switching.
However, since bandwidth is shared between multiple com-
munication sessions, packet-switched communication does
not provide the guaranteed quality of service in circuit switch-
ing. Example services for which packet switching may be
ideal include those supporting email, broadcast, and web
browsing applications, as well as other applications in which
data is transmitted in bursts as opposed to continuous data
transfer.
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Various embodiments may involve prioritizing network
registration between SIMs of a multi-SIM device based on the
criticality of services supported by the SIMs of the wireless
device. The time criticality of services in the various embodi-
ments may be determined in a variety of ways. For example,
criticality of a service may be based on how a service has been
requested. In another example, criticality may be based on
one or more known characteristics of the communications in
such services. For example, a known characteristic of various
services may be how each service moves data across the
network (i.e., circuit switching or time switching). In some
embodiments, services that use circuit-switched communica-
tions may be predefined as time critical, while services using
packet-switched communications may be predefined as non-
time critical.

FIG. 3 illustrates a method 300 of prioritizing SIM regis-
tration (i.e., registration for the services enabled by the infor-
mation stored on the SIM) on a DSDS wireless device con-
figured with two SIMs after a radio-off condition has ended.
With reference to FIGS. 1-3, the operations of the method 300
may be implemented by one or more processors of the wire-
less device 200, such as the general processor 206 and/or the
baseband modem processor 216, or a separate controller (not
shown) that may be coupled to memory and to the baseband
modem processor(s) 216.

Inblock 302, the wireless device processor may detect that
a radio-off condition on the wireless device has ended, such
by the wireless device being powered on, exiting airplane
mode, or sensing that RF signals are being received after
being in a complete out-of-service condition (e.g., in an eleva-
tor), and therefore that the radio resource may be available for
use. In some embodiments, the wireless device processor may
also allow one or more SIMs to begin initial idle mode func-
tions to select and camp on a cell of a PLMN according to the
conventional priority on the device. For example, depending
on the particular SIM and information available prior to the
radio-off state, initial idle mode functions may involve
accessing a list of previously acquired BCCH carrier frequen-
cies, scanning all supported frequency bands for BCCH car-
riers, and/or selecting a PLMN from information read on
BCCH carrier frequencies based on a predefined priority list.

In block 304, the wireless device processor may identify
the communication services supported by the information
stored on each SIM. In block 306, the wireless device proces-
sor may evaluate the relative criticality of identified commu-
nication services and assign the SIM supporting less time
critical services as the first SIM (“SIM-1”), with the SIM
supporting more time critical services as the second SIM
(“SIM-27). The references to the first SIM/SIM-1 and second
SIM/SIM-2 are arbitrary and used merely for the purposes of
describing the embodiments, and the wireless device proces-
sor may assign any indicator, name or other designation to
differentiate the SIMs based on criticality of their supported
services. The criticality of supported services may be based
on a criticality index generator, a predefined criticality list
stored in memory, and/or a combination of these methods, as
discussed in the disclosure (e.g., with reference to FIGS. 4,
5A and 5B).

In block 308, the wireless device processor may grant use
of the shared radio resource to the modem stack associated
with SIM-2 in order to select a network, and camp on an
acceptable cell, and register for service in the selected net-
work. Alternatively, if the modem stack associated with
SIM-2 has already performed some or all initial idle mode
functions (i.e., already camped to a cell of the selected net-
work), block 308 may only involve registration of the service
enabled by SIM-2 in its selected network.
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The processes involved in successful network registration
may depend on the particular network and services associated
with SIM-2. For example, following initial system acquisi-
tion and cell selection, the modem stack and service associ-
ated with SIM-2 may perform an attach procedure. In some
examples, the modem stack and service associated with
SIM-2 may perform one or both of an IMSI attach and a
GPRS attach, which may allow the device to send and receive
circuit switched and packet switched data, respectively, over
the network.

In determination block 310, the wireless device processor
may determine whether the modem stack and service associ-
ated with SIM-2 has successfully registered in its selected
network. This determination may be made, for example, by
determining whether an attach acknowledgment message has
been received from the MSC and/or SGSN of the selected
network. If the modem stack and service associated with
SIM-2 has not completed network registration (i.e., determi-
nation block 310=“No”), then in block 312, the wireless
device processor may prevent SIM-1 from performing its own
network registration by preventing the modem stack associ-
ated with SIM-1 from accessing the shared radio resource.
The wireless device processor repeats the process of deter-
mining whether the modem stack and service associated with
SIM-2 has successfully registered in its selected network in
determination block 310 until such registration occurs.

In some embodiments, a countdown timer may be started
upon determining that the modem stack and service associ-
ated with SIM-2 has not successfully registered, and the wire-
less device processor may wait until the timer expires before
again determining whether SIM-2 has successtully com-
pleted network registration in determination block 310. In
other embodiments (not shown), a counter may be incre-
mented after each repetition of this determination in determi-
nation block 310 so that upon reaching a preset limit the
wireless device processor may allow the modem stack asso-
ciated with SIM-1 to register with its network in block 314,
regardless of whether the modem stack and service associated
with SIM-2 has successtfully registered in its network.

If the modem stack and service associated with SIM-2 has
successfully registered in its network (i.e., determination
block 310=“Yes”), then in block 314, the wireless device
processor may grant use of the shared radio resource to the
modem stack associated with SIM-1 to register for service in
its selected network. In some embodiments, the modem stack
of SIM-1 may not have performed the initial idle mode func-
tions, and block 314 may therefore also include performing
channel acquisition, PLMN selection, and cell selection steps
prior to the steps for registering in the selected network.

In various embodiments, the PLMN selection steps during
initial idle mode operation may cause the modem stacks of
SIM-1 and SIM-2 to acquire the BCCH carrier frequency of,
and subsequently register for service on, the same network. In
other embodiments, the modem stacks of SIM-1 and SIM-2
may acquire and register with different networks.

Criticality of the various services supported by each SIM
may be determined in multiple different ways. For example,
whether a service is time critical or non-time critical may be
an ad hoc determination made by the wireless device proces-
sor at the time of executing the operations of the method 300.
In such embodiments, the amount of time for each execution
of the method 300 may be increased to perform the ad hoc
determination. However, using such a method the wireless
device processor need not have prior knowledge of the char-
acteristics of the service, and therefore may be configured to
accommodate a wide range of both existing and future ser-
vices.
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FIG. 4 illustrates a method 400 of implementing block 306
of the method 300 with reference to FIG. 3. With reference to
FIGS. 1-4, in various embodiments, criticality may be based
on ad hoc determinations using a criticality index generator.
In some embodiments, the criticality index generator may be
a software engine, program, subroutine, or other set of pro-
cessor-executable instructions. The criticality index genera-
tor may be configured to receive data, parameters or argu-
ments that identify a particular service. Based on how the
service is being initiated and/or how it has recently been
initiated, the criticality index generator may return a critical-
ity index value between 0 and N. In various embodiments, an
index value of 0 may represent the most time critical service,
with a decrease in criticality as the index value increases. For
example, a service that was last initiated by the user may be
given a higher priority, and thus a lower index value, than a
service recently initiated by an application. By using the
amount of user involvement as a meter of criticality, the
criticality index generator may be able to prioritize between
instances of the same service enabled by information stored
in different SIMs. For example, the user may have opened a
browser window to initiate a first data download service,
which may therefore be given a lower criticality index value
than a second data download service that was initiated to
perform a background data sync requested by an application.

In block 402 of the method 400, data identifying a service
supported by one of the SIMs may be input to the criticality
index generator. If, for example, the same service is supported
on both SIMs, the identifying data may also include informa-
tion to specify the SIM with which it is associated. In block
404, a criticality index value corresponding to the first input
service may be output (e.g., a value of 0 to N), and may be
stored in temporary memory (e.g., cache) by the wireless
device processor (e.g., the general processor 206, the base-
band modem processor 216, a separate controller, and/or the
like). In block 406, data identifying the service supported by
the other of the two SIMs may be input to the criticality index
generator. In block 408, a criticality index value correspond-
ing to the second input service may be output (e.g., a value of
0 to N). In block 410, the wireless device processor may
access the cached criticality index value for the first service
and compare the value to the output criticality index value for
the second service. In block 412, the wireless device proces-
sor may assign the SIM associated with the service having a
higher index value as SIM-1, with the lower index value SIM
as SIM-2. The wireless device processor may return to block
308 of the method 300.

In some embodiments, a list, database, or other data struc-
ture identifying services and/or characteristics of services
predefined as time critical or non-time critical may be stored
on the DSDS device. In some embodiments, the list or data
structure may be stored in a memory location accessible to the
wireless device processor. Such predefined criticality infor-
mation may be used instead of or in addition to the criticality
index engine to prioritize between services on the two SIMs
sharing a radio resource.

In particular embodiments, the predefined criticality of
various services may be based on a known characteristic that
serves as a proxy for time criticality, such as the use of circuit
switching compared to packet switching. For example, a
stored list may predefine circuit-switched communications as
being time critical, and packet-switched communications as
being non-time critical. In some embodiments, the stored list
may specify various packet-switched and circuit-switched
services. In other embodiments, the wireless device processor
may be required to determine whether each service may be
categorized as packet switched or circuit switched in order to
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determine its criticality. Thus, while the amount of time
required for obtaining a criticality determination from an
existing list may be lower than that of running the criticality
index generator, recognition of the service and/or knowledge
of its characteristics may be required in such embodiments.
Further, such a list may not prioritize between services that
fall within the same predefined time critical or non-time criti-
cal category (i.e., have the same characteristics). Therefore
the various embodiments may benefit from utilizing both the
stored list of predefined time critical and non-time critical
service characteristics and the criticality index generator.

FIG. 5A illustrates a method 500 of implementing the
operations of block 306 of the method 300 with reference to
FIG. 3. While method 500 refers to use of circuit switching
(CS) and packet switching (PS) by services, these are pro-
vided merely as examples of predefined non-time critical and
time critical service characteristics, respectively, which may
be categories in the stored predefined criticality list. Other
example characteristics may include, without limitation, the
ability to transmit/receive voice data, whether the service
provides group call capability (e.g., a push-to-talk (PTT)
service), the types of media that may be transferred using a
service, whether applications using the service involve syn-
chronous or asynchronous communications, and more.

With reference to FIGS. 1-5A, in block 502, the wireless
device processor (e.g., the general processor 206, the base-
band modem processor 216, a separate controller, and/or the
like) may access a predefined criticality list based on known
service characteristics. In determination block 504, the wire-
less device processor may determine whether at least one of
the SIMs supports a service that uses packet switching. If
neither SIM supports a packet-switched service (i.e., deter-
mination block 504=“No”), the wireless device processor
may assume that both SIMs support circuit-switching ser-
vices and/or support services using unknown communication
modes. Therefore, the wireless device processor may priori-
tize the services using the criticality index generator in the
method 400.

If at least one SIM supports a service that uses packet
switching (i.e., determination block 504="Yes”), in determi-
nation block 506, the wireless device processor may deter-
mine whether both SIMs support services that use packet
switching. If both SIMs support services that use packet
switching (i.e., determination block 506="Yes”), the wireless
device processor may determine whether at least one SIM
supports a service that uses circuit switching in addition to the
service using packet switching in determination block 508. If
neither SIM also supports a service that uses circuit switching
(i.e., determination block 508=“No”), the wireless device
processor may perform operations of the method 400 in order
to prioritize between the supported packet-switching ser-
vices.

If at least one SIM supports a service that uses circuit-
switched communications as well as supporting the service
that uses packet-switched communications, in determination
block 510 the wireless device processor may determine
whether both SIMs support services that use circuit switching
in addition to supporting services that use packet switching. If
only one SIM supports both a circuit switching service and a
packet switching service (i.e., determination block
510="“No"), the wireless device processor may prioritize or
assign the SIM that supports both circuit and packet switching
as SIM-2, with the SIM that supports only packet switching
prioritized or assigned as SIM-1. Accordingly, the wireless
device processor may return to the operations of block 308 of
the method 300.
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If both SIMs support circuit-switching services as well as
supporting packet-switching services (i.e., determination
block 510="Yes”), the wireless device processor may per-
form operations of the method 400 in order to prioritize
between supported services of the same type. For example,
the wireless device processor may be configured such that if
both SIMs support circuit-switched and packet-switched ser-
vices, operations of method 400 are selectively performed
with respect to the circuit-switching services, thereby priori-
tizing the SIMs based only on relative criticality of their
circuit-switching services. In an alternative example, the
wireless device processor may be configured such that if both
SIMs support circuit and packet switching, operations of the
method 400 are selectively performed with respect to the
packet-switching services, thereby prioritizing the SIMs
based only on relative criticality of their packet-switching
services.

If only one SIM supports a service that uses packet switch-
ing (i.e., determination block 506="“No”), then in block 512,
the wireless device processor may prioritize/assign the SIM
that supports the packet-switched service as SIM-1, with the
other SIM prioritized/assigned as SIM-2. In some embodi-
ments, the wireless device processor may be configured to
assume that the SIM that does not support packet-switching
services instead supports services that use circuit switching
and/or services for which the communication mode may be
unknown, both of which may be prioritized over a packet-
switched service. As such, in the case of block 512, the SIMs
may be prioritized without determining whether either or
both SIMs support any time critical service (i.e., use circuit
switching).

In some embodiments, the wireless device processor may
return to performing the operations block 306 of the method
300. In other embodiments, the wireless device processor
may further optimize network registration of the prioritized
SIMs according to method 550 illustrated in FIG. 5B. With
reference to FIGS. 1-5B, in the method 550, the wireless
device processor may use additional network information,
including support for services that use circuit switching (or
other time critical characteristics), to adjust how the modem
stacks of SIM-1 and SIM-2 register on their respective net-
works.

In determination block 516, the wireless device processor
may determine whether SIM-1 supports a service that uses
circuit switching (i.e., a predefined time critical service) in
addition to supporting the packet-switched communication
service identified in determination block 506. If SIM-1 does
not support a service that uses circuit switching (i.e., deter-
mination block 516=“No”), the wireless device processor
may return to performing the operations of block 308 of the
method 300. If SIM-1 does support a service that uses circuit
switching in addition to the packet-switched service (i.e.,
determination block 516="Yes”), the wireless device proces-
sor may determine whether the network acquired by the
modem stack associated with SIM-1 supports a combined
attach procedure for circuit-switched and packet-switched
services in determination block 518.

In various embodiments, coordination between network
registration for circuit-switched and packet-switched ser-
vices may be implemented by an interface between the MSC
of'the GSM core network and the serving GPRS support node
of'the GPRS core network. In a first network mode of opera-
tion (NMO 1), the wireless device processor may initiate a
combined IMSI and GPRS attach procedure, which may
allow simultaneous registration of both circuit-switched and
packet-switched services (see 3GPP TS 23.060 version 8.5.1
Release 8). The combined attach procedure may require less
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signaling and prolong battery life on the wireless device than
separately registering. Alternatively, in a second or third net-
work mode of operation (NMO 1II or NMO III), separate
attach procedures may be required for circuit switched and
packet switched services (i.e., IMSI attach and GPRS attach,
respectively).

If a selected network has been acquired and camped on by
the modem stack of SIM-1, and the selected network supports
a combined attach procedure (i.e., determination block
518="Yes”), the wireless device processor may allow SIM-1
to register on the selected network for both circuit-switched
and packet-switched services by performing the combined
attach in block 520. Registration on the network for both
circuit-switched and packet-switched services may involve,
for example, sending an attach request to the SGSN for both
types of communications, from which an IMSI attach request
may be forwarded to the MSC.

In block 522, the wireless device processor may receive,
from the modem stack of SIM-1, a request to use the radio
resource for a packet-switched communication service (i.e., a
predefined non-critical service). Such a request may be initi-
ated by a user, or may be initiated automatically by an appli-
cation running on the wireless device.

In determination block 524, prior to granting the request
for use of the radio resource to the modem stack associated
with SIM-1, the wireless device processor may determine
whether SIM-2 has successfully registered with a selected
network. If the modem stack of SIM-2 has not successfully
registered with a selected network (i.e., determination block
524="“No”), the wireless device processor may prevent the
modem stack associated with SIM-1 from using the radio
resource to begin the desired active packet-switched commu-
nication in block 526. The wireless device processor may
return to determination block 524 to reevaluate the status of
network registration by the modem stack of SIM-2, for
example, following expiration of a countdown timer.

If the modem stack of SIM-2 has successfully registered
with its network (i.e., determination block 524="“Yes”), the
wireless device processor may grant radio use to the modem
stack associated with SIM-1 to initiate the active packet-
switched communication requested on its network in block
528. In other embodiments, the wireless device processor
may increment a counter upon every repetition of blocking
the modem stack associated with SIM-1 from using the radio
resource in block 526. Upon reaching a preset limit, instead of
returning to determination block 524, the wireless device
processor may grant radio access to the modem stack associ-
ated with SIM-1 to enable packet switch communications in
block 528.

Thus according to various embodiments, the wireless
device may take advantage of the power and radio resource
savings provided by a combined attach procedure on SIM-1,
but may still avoid overuse of the radio resource for a non-
time critical service (i.e., packet switched service) by prevent-
ing the SIM-1 modem stack from active communications to
send or receive data until registration of the modem stack
associated with SIM-2 on its network.

Ifthe modem stack associated with SIM-1 has not acquired
and camped on a cell of a selected network and/or the selected
network does not support a combined attach procedure for
circuit switched and packet switched services (i.e., determi-
nation block 518=No”), such as in NMO Il or NMO III, the
wireless device processor may allow the modem stack asso-
ciated with SIM-1 to register only for services that use circuit
switching (i.e., predefined time critical services) by allowing
the modem stack to perform only the IMSI attach procedure
in block 530. If the modem stack associated with SIM-1 has
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not acquired and camped on a cell of the selected network, the
operations of block 530 may also include initial acquisition
and cell selection steps prior to performing the IMSI attach.

In determination block 532, before allowing the modem
stack of SIM-1 to register with the network for packet-
switched services (e.g., by a GPRS attach), the wireless
device processor may determine whether the modem stack
associated with SIM-2 has successfully registered with its
selected network. If the modem stack associated with SIM-2
has not successfully registered with its network (i.e., deter-
mination block 532="“No”), the wireless device processor
may prevent the modem stack of SIM-1 from registering for
packet-switched services by preventing a GPRS attach
request on SIM-1 in block 534. The wireless device processor
may return to determination block 532 to reevaluate the reg-
istration status of the modem stack associated with SIM-2, for
example, following expiration of a countdown timer.

Ifthe modem stack associated with SIM-2 has successfully
registered with the network (i.e., determination block
532="Yes”), the wireless device processor may allow the
modem stack associated with SIM-1 to register on the net-
work for GPRS services (i.e. by performing a GPRS attach) in
block 536. In other embodiments, the wireless device proces-
sor may increment a counter upon every repetition of prevent-
ing a GPRS attach request on SIM-1 in block 534. Upon
reaching a preset limit, instead of returning to determination
block 532, the wireless device processor may allow the
modem stack associated with SIM-1 to register with its net-
work in block 536.

As discussed above, the references to SIM-1 and SIM-2, as
well as to a first network, second network, etc., are arbitrary,
and may apply to either or any SIM and/or network of the
wireless device.

The various embodiments may be implemented in any of a
variety of wireless devices 200, an example (600) of which is
illustrated in FIG. 6. For example, the wireless device 600
may include a processor 602 coupled to a touchscreen con-
troller 604 and an internal memory 606. The processor 602
may be one or more multicore ICs designated for general or
specific processing tasks. The internal memory 606 may be
volatile or non-volatile memory, and may also be secure
and/or encrypted memory, or unsecure and/or unencrypted
memory, or any combination thereof.

The touchscreen controller 604 and the processor 602 may
also be coupled to a touchscreen panel 612, such as a resis-
tive-sensing touchscreen, capacitive-sensing touchscreen,
infrared sensing touchscreen, etc. The wireless device 600
may have one or more radio signal transceivers 608 (e.g.,
Peanut®, Bluetooth®, Zigbee®, Wi-Fi, RF radio) and anten-
nae 610, for sending and receiving, coupled to each other
and/or to the processor 602. The transceivers 608 and anten-
nae 610 may be used with the above-mentioned circuitry to
implement the various wireless transmission protocol stacks
and interfaces. The multicore device 600 may include a cel-
Iular network wireless modem chip 616 that enables commu-
nication via a cellular network and is coupled to the processor.
The multicore device 600 may include a peripheral device
connection interface 618 coupled to the processor 602. The
peripheral device connection interface 618 may be singularly
configured to accept one type of connection, or multiply
configured to accept various types of physical and communi-
cation connections, common or proprietary, such as USB,
FireWire, Thunderbolt, or PCle.

The peripheral device connection interface 618 may also
be coupled to a similarly configured peripheral device con-
nection port (not shown). The multicore device 600 may also
include speakers 614 for providing audio outputs. The mul-
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ticore device 600 may also include ahousing 620, constructed
of'a plastic, metal, or a combination of materials, for contain-
ing all or some of the components discussed herein. The
multicore device 600 may include a power source 622
coupled to the processor 602, such as a disposable or
rechargeable battery. The rechargeable battery may also be
coupled to the peripheral device connection port to receive a
charging current from a source external to the multicore
device 600.

The various embodiments described above may also be
implemented within a variety of personal computing devices,
such as a laptop computer 700 as illustrated in FIG. 7. Many
laptop computers include a touch pad touch surface 717 that
serves as the computer’s pointing device, and thus may
receive drag, scroll, and flick gestures similar to those imple-
mented on wireless computing devices equipped with a touch
screen display and described above. A laptop computer 700
will typically include a processor 711 coupled to volatile
memory 712 and a large capacity nonvolatile memory, such
as a disk drive 713 of Flash memory. The computer 700 may
also include a floppy disc drive 714 and a compact disc (CD)
drive 715 coupled to the processor 711. The computer 700
may also include a number of connector ports coupled to the
processor 711 for establishing data connections or receiving
external memory devices, such as a USB or FireWire® con-
nector sockets, or other network connection circuits for cou-
pling the processor 711 to a network. In a notebook configu-
ration, the computer housing includes the touchpad 717, the
keyboard 718, and the display 719 all coupled to the processor
711. Other configurations of the computing device may
include a computer mouse or trackball coupled to the proces-
sor (e.g., viaa USB input) as are well known, which may also
be use in conjunction with the various embodiments.

The processors 602, 711 may be any programmable micro-
processor, microcomputer or multiple processor chip or chips
that can be configured by software instructions (applications)
to perform a variety of functions, including the functions of
the various embodiments described above. In some devices,
multiple processors may be provided, such as one processor
dedicated to wireless communication functions and one pro-
cessor dedicated to running other applications. Typically,
software applications may be stored in the internal memory
606, 712, 713 before they are accessed and loaded into the
processors 602, 711. Processors 602, 711 may include inter-
nal memory sufficient to store the application software
instructions. In many devices the internal memory may be a
volatile or nonvolatile memory, such as flash memory, or a
mixture of both. For the purposes of this description, a general
reference to memory refers to memory accessible by the
processors 602, 711, including internal memory or removable
memory plugged into the device and memory within the
processor 602, 711, themselves.

The foregoing method descriptions and the process flow
diagrams are provided merely as illustrative examples and are
not intended to require or imply that the steps of the various
embodiments must be performed in the order presented. As
will be appreciated by one of skill in the art the order of steps
in the foregoing embodiments may be performed in any order.
Words such as “thereafter,” “then,” “next,” etc. are not
intended to limit the order of the steps; these words are simply
used to guide the reader through the description of the meth-
ods. Further, any reference to claim elements in the singular,
for example, using the articles “a,” “an” or “the” is not to be
construed as limiting the element to the singular.

While the terms “first” and “second” are used herein to
describe data transmission associated with a SIM and data
receiving associated with a different SIM, such identifiers are
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merely for convenience and are not meant to limit the various
embodiments to a particular order, sequence, type of network
or carrier.

The various illustrative logical blocks, modules, circuits,
and algorithm steps described in connection with the embodi-
ments disclosed herein may be implemented as electronic
hardware, computer software, or combinations of both. To
clearly illustrate this interchangeability of hardware and soft-
ware, various illustrative components, blocks, modules, cir-
cuits, and steps have been described above generally in terms
of their functionality. Whether such functionality is imple-
mented as hardware or software depends upon the particular
application and design constraints imposed on the overall
system. Skilled artisans may implement the described func-
tionality in varying ways for each particular application, but
such implementation decisions should not be interpreted as
causing a departure from the scope of the present invention.

The hardware used to implement the various illustrative
logics, logical blocks, modules, and circuits described in
connection with the aspects disclosed herein may be imple-
mented or performed with a general purpose processor, a
digital signal processor (DSP), an application specific inte-
grated circuit (ASIC), a field programmable gate array
(FPGA) or other programmable logic device, discrete gate or
transistor logic, discrete hardware components, or any com-
bination thereof designed to perform the functions described
herein. A general-purpose processor may be a microproces-
sor, but, in the alternative, the processor may be any conven-
tional processor, controller, microcontroller, or state
machine. A processor may also be implemented as a combi-
nation of computing devices, e.g., a combination of a DSP
and a microprocessor, a plurality of microprocessors, one or
more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP core, or any
other such configuration. Alternatively, some steps or meth-
ods may be performed by circuitry that is specific to a given
function.

In one or more exemplary aspects, the functions described
may be implemented in hardware, software, firmware, or any
combination thereof. If implemented in software, the func-
tions may be stored as one or more instructions or code on a
non-transitory computer-readable medium or non-transitory
processor-readable medium. The steps of a method or algo-
rithm disclosed herein may be embodied in a processor-ex-
ecutable software module which may reside on a non-transi-
tory computer-readable or processor-readable storage
medium. Non-transitory computer-readable or processor-
readable storage media may be any storage media that may be
accessed by acomputer or a processor. By way of example but
not limitation, such non-transitory computer-readable or pro-
cessor-readable media may include RAM, ROM, EEPROM,
FLASH memory, CD-ROM or other optical disk storage,
magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or
any other medium that may be used to store desired program
code in the form of instructions or data structures and that
may be accessed by a computer. Disk and disc, as used herein,
includes compact disc (CD), laser disc, optical disc, digital
versatile disc (DVD), floppy disk, and blu-ray disc where
disks usually reproduce data magnetically, while discs repro-
duce data optically with lasers. Combinations of the above are
also included within the scope of non-transitory computer-
readable and processor-readable media. Additionally, the
operations of a method or algorithm may reside as one or any
combination or set of codes and/or instructions on a non-
transitory processor-readable medium and/or computer-read-
able medium, which may be incorporated into a computer
program product.
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The preceding description of the disclosed embodiments is
provided to enable any person skilled in the art to make or use
the present invention. Various modifications to these embodi-
ments will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, and
the generic principles defined herein may be applied to other
embodiments without departing from the spirit or scope of the
invention. Thus, the present invention is not intended to be
limited to the embodiments shown herein but is to be
accorded the widest scope consistent with the following
claims and the principles and novel features disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:
1. A method of managing a multiple subscriber identifica-
tion module (multi-SIM) wireless communication device
having at least a first SIM and a second SIM sharing a single
radio resource, comprising:
evaluating criticality of communication services supported
by each of the first SIM and the second SIM by identi-
fying, among the first and second SIMs, a SIM support-
ing higher criticality communication services and a SIM
supporting lower criticality communication services;

granting use of the radio resource to a modem stack asso-
ciated with the SIM supporting the higher criticality
communication services;

determining whether the SIM supporting the higher criti-

cality communication services has successfully regis-
tered in a first selected network;
allowing the SIM supporting the lower criticality commu-
nication services to register for service in a second
selected network in response to determining that the
SIM supporting the higher criticality communication
services has registered in the first selected network; and

preventing the SIM supporting the lower criticality com-
munication services from registering in the second
selected network in response to determining that the
SIM supporting the higher criticality communication
services has not successfully registered in the first
selected network.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein allowing the SIM sup-
porting the lower criticality communication services to reg-
ister in the second selected network in response to determin-
ing that the SIM supporting the higher criticality
communication services has registered in a first selected net-
work comprises:

granting use of the radio resource to a modem stack asso-

ciated with the SIM supporting the lower criticality com-
munication services;

identifying a public land mobile network (PLMN) selected

according to a predetermined priority list; and

sending signals to, and receiving signals from, the selected

PLMN to perform a location update.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein identifying, among the
first and second SIMs, a SIM supporting higher criticality
communication services and a SIM supporting lower critical-
ity communication services comprises:

inputting a first service supported by the first SIM to a

criticality index generator;

outputting a criticality index value for the first service;

inputting a second service supported by the second SIM to

the criticality index generator;

outputting a criticality index value for the second service;

comparing the output criticality index values for the first

and second services; and

identifying a service associated with a highest criticality,

wherein the service associated with the highest critical-
ity is the service with a lowest output criticality index
value.
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4. The method of claim 1, wherein identifying, among the

first and second SIMs, a SIM supporting higher criticality
communication services and a SIM supporting lower critical-
ity communication services comprises:

accessing a predefined criticality list stored on the multi-
SIM wireless communication device, wherein the pre-
defined criticality list comprises at least one category of
predefined time critical services and at least one cat-
egory of predefined non-time critical services; and
determining, for each of the supported communication ser-
vices, whether the service is within one ofthe at least one
category of predefined time critical services based on
whether the service matches a service characteristic.
5. The method of claim 4, wherein:
identifying, among the first and second SIMs, a SIM sup-
porting higher criticality communication services and a
SIM supporting lower criticality communication ser-
vices comprises accessing the predefined criticality list
stored on the multi-SIM wireless communication
device;
the at least one category of predefined time critical services
comprises circuit-switched communication services;
the at least one category of predefined non-time critical
services comprises packet-switched communication
services, wherein the SIM supporting the lower critical-
ity services supports at least one packet-switched com-
munication service; and
determining, for each of the supported communication ser-
vices, whether the service is within the one of the at least
one category of predefined time critical services based
on whether the service matches the service characteristic
comprises determining whether the service uses circuit
switching.
6. The method of claim 5, further comprising:
determining whether the SIM supporting the lower criti-
cality communication services also supports at least one
circuit-switched communication service;
determining whether the second selected network supports
a combined attach procedure in response to determining
that the SIM supporting the lower criticality communi-
cation services also supports at least one circuit-
switched communication service;
in response to determining that the second selected net-
work supports a combined attach procedure:
permitting the SIM supporting the lower criticality com-
munication services to perform a combined attach to
register in the second selected network for both cir-
cuit-switched and packet-switched services; and
preventing the SIM supporting the lower criticality com-
munication services from initiating a mobile originat-
ing communication on a packet-switched service until
the SIM supporting the higher criticality communica-
tion services has successfully registered in the first
selected network; and
in response to determining that the second selected net-
work does not support a combined attach procedure:
allowing the SIM supporting the lower criticality com-
munication services to register for service in a circuit-
switched domain of the second selected network; and
preventing the SIM supporting the lower criticality com-
munication services from registering for service in a
packet-switched domain of the second selected net-
work until the SIM supporting the higher criticality
communication services has successfully registered
in the first selected network.
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7. A wireless communication device, comprising:

a radio resource associated with a first subscriber identifi-

cation module (SIM) and a second SIM; and

a processor coupled to the first and second SIMs and the

radio resource, wherein the processor is configured to:

evaluate criticality of communication services sup-
ported by each of the first SIM and the second SIM by
identifying, among the first and second SIMs, a SIM
supporting higher criticality communication services
and a SIM supporting lower criticality communica-
tion services; grant use of the radio resource to a
modem stack associated with the SIM supporting the
higher criticality communication services;

determine whether the SIM supporting the higher criti-
cality communication services has successfully reg-
istered in a first selected network;

allow the SIM supporting the lower criticality commu-
nication services to register in a second selected net-
work in response to determining that the SIM support-
ing the higher criticality communication services has
registered in the first selected network; and

prevent the SIM supporting the lower criticality commu-
nication services from registering in the second
selected network in response to determining that the
SIM supporting the higher criticality communication
services has not successfully registered in the first
selected network.

8. The wireless communication device of claim 7, wherein
the processor is further configured to allow the SIM support-
ing the lower criticality communication services to register in
the second selected network by:

granting use of the radio resource to a modem stack asso-

ciated with the SIM supporting the lower criticality com-
munication services;

identifying a public land mobile network (PLMN) selected

according to a predetermined priority list; and

sending signals to, and receiving signals from, the selected

PLMN to perform a location update.

9. The wireless communication device of claim 7, wherein
the processor is further configured to:

input a first service supported by the first SIM to a critical-

ity index generator;

output a criticality index value for the first service;

input a second service supported by the second SIM to the

criticality index generator;

output a criticality index value for the second service;

compare the output criticality index values for the first and

second services; and

identify a service associated with a highest criticality,

wherein the service associated with the highest critical-
ity is the service with a lowest output criticality index
value.

10. The wireless communication device of claim 7,
wherein the processor is further configured to:

access a predefined criticality list stored on the wireless

communication device, wherein the predefined critical-
ity list comprises at least one category of predefined time
critical services and at least one category of predefined
non-time critical services; and

determine, for each of the supported communication ser-

vices, whether the service is within one of the at least one
category of predefined time critical services based on
whether the service matches a service characteristic.

11. The wireless communication device of claim 10,
wherein:

the processor is further configured to identify, among the

first and second SIMs, a SIM supporting higher critical-
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ity communication services and a SIM supporting lower
criticality communication services by accessing the pre-
defined criticality list stored on the wireless communi-
cation device, wherein the at least one category of pre-
defined time critical services comprises circuit-switched
communication services:
the at least one category of predefined non-time critical
services comprises packet-switched communication
services;
the SIM supporting the lower criticality communication
services supports at least one packet-switched commu-
nication service; and
the processor is further configured to determine, for each of
the supported communication services, whether the ser-
vice is within the one of the at least one category of
predefined time critical services based on whether the
service matches the service characteristic by determin-
ing whether the service uses circuit switching.
12. The wireless communication device of claim 11,
wherein the processor is further configured to:
determine whether the SIM supporting the lower criticality
communication services also supports at least one cir-
cuit-switched communication service;
determine whether the second selected network supports a
combined attach procedure in response to determining
that the SIM supporting the lower criticality communi-
cation services also supports at least one circuit-
switched communication service;
in response to determining that the second selected net-
work supports a combined attach procedure:
permit the SIM supporting the lower criticality commu-
nication services to perform a combined attach to
register in the second selected network for both cir-
cuit-switched and packet-switched services; and
prevent the SIM supporting the lower criticality commu-
nication services from initiating a mobile originating
communication on a packet-switched service until the
SIM supporting the higher criticality communication
services has successfully registered in the first
selected network; and
in response to determining that the second selected net-
work does not support a combined attach procedure:
allow the SIM supporting the lower criticality commu-
nication services to register for service in a circuit-
switched domain of the second selected network; and
prevent the SIM supporting the lower criticality commu-
nication services from registering in a packet-
switched domain of the second selected network until
the SIM supporting the higher criticality communica-
tion services has successfully registered in the first
selected network.
13. A wireless communication device, comprising:
means for evaluating criticality of communication services
supported by each of a first subscriber identification
module (SIM) and a second SIM, wherein the first and
second SIMs are both associated with a radio resource
comprising means for identifying, among the first and
second SIMs, a SIM supporting higher criticality com-
munication services and a SIM supporting lower criti-
cality communication services;
means for granting use of the radio resource to a modem
stack associated with the SIM supporting the higher
criticality communication services;
means for determining whether the SIM supporting the
higher criticality communication services has success-
fully registered in a first selected network;
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means for allowing the SIM supporting the lower criticality
communication services to register in a second selected
network in response to determining that the SIM sup-
porting the higher criticality communication services
has registered in the first selected network; and

means for preventing the SIM supporting the lower criti-

cality communication services from registering in the
second selected network in response to determining that
the SIM supporting the higher criticality communica-
tion services has not successfully registered in the first
selected network.

14. A non-transitory processor-readable medium having
stored thereon processor-executable instructions configured
to cause a wireless communication device processor to per-
form operations comprising:

evaluating criticality of communication services supported

by each of a first subscriber identification module (SIM)
and a second SIM, wherein the first and second SIMs are
both associated with a radio resource of the wireless
communication device by identifying, among the first
and second SIMs, a SIM supporting higher criticality
communication services and a SIM supporting lower
criticality communication services;

granting use of the radio resource to a modem stack asso-

ciated with the SIM supporting the higher criticality
communication services;

determining whether the SIM supporting the higher criti-

cality communication services has successfully regis-
tered in a first selected network;

allowing the SIM supporting the lower criticality commu-

nication services to register in a second selected network
in response to determining that the SIM supporting the
higher criticality communication services has registered
in the first selected network; and

preventing the SIM supporting the lower criticality com-

munication services from registering in the second
selected network in response to determining that the
SIM supporting the higher criticality communication
services has not successfully registered in the first
selected network.

15. The non-transitory processor-readable medium of
claim 14, wherein the stored processor-executable instruc-
tions are configured to cause the wireless communication
device processor to perform operations such that allowing the
SIM supporting the lower criticality communication services
to register in the second selected network in response to
determining that the SIM supporting the higher criticality
communication services has registered in a first selected net-
work comprises:

granting use of the radio resource to a modem stack asso-

ciated with the SIM supporting the lower criticality com-
munication services;

identifying a public land mobile network (PLMN) selected

according to a predetermined priority list; and

sending signals to, and receiving signals from, the selected

PLMN to perform a location update.

16. The non-transitory processor-readable medium of
claim 14, wherein the stored processor-executable instruc-
tions are configured to cause the wireless communication
device processor to perform operations such that identifying,
among the first and second SIMs, a SIM supporting higher
criticality communication services and a SIM supporting
lower criticality communication services comprises:

inputting a first service supported by the first SIM to a

criticality index generator;

outputting a criticality index value for the first service;
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inputting a second service supported by the second SIM to

the criticality index generator;

outputting a criticality index value for the second service;

comparing the output criticality index values for the first

and second services; and

identifying a service associated with a highest criticality,

wherein the service associated with the highest critical-
ity is the service with a lowest output criticality index
value.

17. The non-transitory processor-readable medium of
claim 14, wherein the stored processor-executable instruc-
tions are configured to cause the wireless communication
device processor to perform operations such that identifying,
among the first and second SIMs, a SIM supporting higher
criticality communication services and a SIM supporting
lower criticality communication services comprises:

accessing a predefined criticality list stored on the wireless

communication device, wherein the predefined critical-
ity list comprises at least one category of predefined time
critical services and at least one category of predefined
non-time critical services; and

determining, for each of the supported communication ser-

vices, whether the service is within one ofthe at least one
category of predefined time critical services based on
whether the service matches a service characteristic.
18. The non-transitory processor-readable medium of
claim 17, wherein:
the stored processor-executable instructions are configured
to cause the wireless communication device processor to
perform operations such that identifying, among the first
and second SIMs, a SIM supporting higher criticality
communication services and a SIM supporting lower
criticality communication services comprises accessing
the predefined criticality list stored on the wireless com-
munication device;
the at least one category of predefined time critical services
comprises circuit-switched communication services;

the at least one category of predefined non-time critical
services comprises packet-switched communication
services, wherein the SIM supporting the lower critical-
ity services supports at least one packet-switched com-
munication service; and

determining, for each of the supported communication ser-

vices, whether the service is within the one of the at least
one category of predefined time critical services based
on whether the service matches the service characteristic
comprises determining whether the service uses circuit
switching.

19. The non-transitory processor-readable medium of
claim 18, wherein the stored processor-executable instruc-
tions are configured to cause the wireless communication
device processor to perform operations further comprising:

determining whether the SIM supporting the lower criti-

cality communication services also supports at least one
circuit-switched communication service;

determining whether the second selected network critical-

ity supports a combined attach procedure in response to
determining that the SIM supporting the lower criticality
communication services also supports at least one cir-
cuit-switched communication service;

in response to determining that the second selected net-

work supports a combined attach procedure:

permitting the SIM supporting the lower criticality com-
munication services to perform a combined attach to
register in the second selected network for both cir-
cuit-switched and packet-switched services; and
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preventing the SIM supporting the lower criticality com-
munication services from initiating a mobile originat-
ing communication on a packet-switched service until
the SIM supporting the higher criticality communica-
tion services has successfully registered in the first
selected network; and

in response to determining that the second selected net-

work does not support a combined attach procedure:

allowing the SIM supporting the lower criticality com-
munication services to register for service in a circuit-
switched domain of the second selected network; and

preventing the SIM supporting the lower criticality com-
munication services from registering in a packet-
switched domain of the second selected network until
the SIM supporting the higher criticality communica-
tion services has successfully registered in the first
selected network.
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